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By the end ofthe day Tuesday,Terry Eickhoff's cordlessphone was out of iuice from too
. mucn use.
..,
Eickhofls Red Ghost Gun Shop innorthwestern Vanderburgh County was nonstop busy
Tuesday afternoon with customersbuying guns
and ammunition. Eickhoff said it had been so
since the weekend.
Between calling the FBI for background
checks on every potential firearm purchaser
and fielding incoming customer calls, Eickhoff
had spent a lot of time on the

phon6.
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guards in all schools.
Closer to home, Evansville Mayor Lloyd
WinneckemetwithEVSC SuperintendentDavid Smith on Wednesday to discuss security
enhancementsand the formation of a uniform
emergency protocol.
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That resolutioncalls on
the denominationto take a
variety of actionsranging
from supporting "strong
government regulation
on the sale and purchase
ofguns" and a bin on automatic weapons,working
toward "the reduction of
guns,in societyespecially
hand guns and assault
promoting gun
we-apons,"
safety education and disco-uragingthe glorification
of violence in entertainment,
Gieselman,pastorof AldersgateUnited Methodist Church on Evansville's
EastSide,said he is "basically in harmony with the
statement of my denomination."
Gun violenceis a problem Americans mudt address,Gieselmanbelieves.
Though guns and gun
rights are an emotional
topic, Gieselmansaidhe's
optimistic Americanscan
come together on the issue.
"Obviouslywe'renot all
in agreementon this, but
it doesn'thaveto be 'us vs.

office maintains a liaison
with the U.S. Attorney's
Office to work on su'ch
cases.
, "Theproblemwithgun
laws is they affect the g6od
people as well as cr:iminals,"Hermann said.
He noted that it can be
argued the creation of
gun-free zonesin certain
public locationscan leave
the people who frequent
those p]aces potenfially
oelenseless.

The EVSCwon t discuss
safety and securitY Plans
becairseindividuals with
could use
bad intent'
that inforrr-*<ron, Smith
said. He said procedures
are in place with trained
teamsin every building in
the corporation.
"Perhaps this tragedY
will become the catalYst
necessaryto finallY Provide treatment for mental
illness in a manner that is
beneficial to all involved,"
he said.

"Emottionis ahuman atWARRICKCOUI{TY
tribute that we have that
SCHOOLCORP.
helps us work through
SUPERI]ITENDEl{T
these terrible situations.
BRADSCH]IEIDER
On top of having the Right now the dynamic
proper resources avail- we have is emotions facable for students if thev ing off with logic. Emofeel they need someone tions are somethingwe're
all dealingwith. Logically,
togalkJg@trckQpgqty
)cnool uorp. Superrnten- ifwe want to facethe probdent Brad Schneidersaid lems we deal with in this
the most important thing country... don't zero in on
that can be provided right inanimateobjects."
now is ascloseto anormal
Tomes said he would
schoolday as possiblefor advocate legislation enthe kids.
ablingschoolpersonnelto
"We kind of takeour cue be armed in classroomsif
from the kids. If they've theywish.
got questions, we try to
He said having one poEVNISVILLE
have a discussionand re- lice officer stationed in a
VANDERBUR6H
What may get lost in
assurethe kids that they schoolis not sufficient.
the gun control debate, SCHOOLCORP.SCHOOIare safe,"Schneidersaid"I'm gettingemailsfrom
Hermann said,are school BOARDPRESIDEI{T
He said several War- teachers (in support of
TICHAELDUCKWORTH
safety issues such as
The safetyand security rick County schoolssent such a bill). They would
whether or not police ofof
EVSC stridents shouli information home with receivetraining and certificers shouldbeitationed
be the No. I priority, ac- stlrdentsoffering parents ficationandperiodictrainin schools.
advice on how to talk to ing throughout the years
Another area of con- cording to EVSC school their children about the to understandthe responcern, he said, is the issue board President Michael situation and to let them sibilities and legalities.
of mental health and how Duckworth, because expresstheiropinions and
Shortly after making the
it relatesto issuessuchas learning or extra curricu. thoughts.And schoolsare statement,Tomeslearned
lar
activities
can't
be
utilaw enforcement,
lized until it's ensuredthe constaltly revising.and state law that establishes
"Where
the
dialogue
practicing safety plans, gun-free zones exempts
.
is missing is on mental kids are safein the schools. ne added.
any school employee auAs a schoolCorp.,Duckhealth,"he said.
"It's a good time to re- thorized by a school "to
worth said you wonder
how you can continue mind kids and make sure act as a security guard,
to work to prevent these they understandthe plan perform or participatein
EVA]ISVILLE
kinds of things from hap- and what to do," he iaid. a schoolfunction,or parVAl{DERBURGI{
penrngin our community. "And when we do have a ticipatein a;ryother activ'And it's
SCHOOLCORP.
a continual drill, to practice it like it's ity authorizedby a school."
"lf something hapthat someonewith whom SUPERINTEl{DElIT
work in progressbecause for real."
pens
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the bottom line is,
This type of senseless if someoneis goingto go to peer make a questionable that teacherwill truly be
attackandlossis a difficult thoselimits and not valub' comment about bring- the first responder.That
VA]IDERBURGH,
subjectto discussbecause, their own life, there's not ing a weapon_toschool or teacherwould be there at
COUNTYPROSECUTOR EVSCSuperintendentDa- much you can do to deter threatening to harm an- the moment something
]IICKHERMAilN
vid Smith said, there are someonefrom causingthat other person,that student would happen, and we
"Guns area tool. Specifi- no acceptableanswersfor kind of carnage,"he Jaid. needs to understand the wouldn't lose precious
cally, they are a to6l that why something like this _ A constantworking re- importance of reporting minutes.I would not mancan be used as a weapon. happens.
lationship between i-ocal the incident to a lrusteii date it, but any teacher
The problem comeswhen ' "We all understandwhv law enforcementaqencies adult so it can be thor= and administration who
would like the ability to
people get guns who there is a cry for immedf- is valuable, and-Duck- oughly investigated.
"I think a lot of acts of safeguard our children
shouldn't have them," ateactionasthis allowsus worth said that doesexist
school violence, the per- (shouldbe ableto).
saidVanderburghCounty to think that we are once in Evansville.
petrators actually tell
"I would askparentsto
ProsecutorNick Hermann. again in control," Smith
He
commented
on
'At somepoint a person's said. "At times like
this similar situations in the someoneor makea threat think for themselvesif this
actions can show they no our thoughts tend to be past,Columbine,Virginia that they're going to do is somethingto be considlonger needto havethem." more emotionally focused, Tech and Paducah,-Ky., something," Schneider ered.Washington,D.C.,I
don'tknowwhat they will
Hermannnotedthathis even though we know as saying these areas are
do. But I would hope the
office hasfiled a lot of felon parentswe cannotprotect pretjy much middle class
stateswould think about
in possession
of a handgun our children 100percentof envlronments, an evervnew solutions.All the socases.Indiana law makes the time - be it at school, day setting for a schoirl
phisticatedlock systemsin
firearmpossession
by seri- a movie theater or a mall. dl"trict that was disruptthe world wouldn't prevent
ousviolent felonsa ClassB But our children's well- ed becausesomeonelias
someonefrom coming in
felony crime punishableby being is still everyone's mentalproblems.
STATESEI|,,|ilTOitES
school windows. Bana 6- to 2O-yearprison sen- heartfelt desire."
"Someone is angered,
"First and foremost in ning a certain type ofgun
tence.It is a lessorcrime,a
Accordingto the United someone is fed up with
doesn't work, never will
ClassA misdemeanor,for StatesDepartment of Edu- how they've beentrtated,"
work."
a person convicted of do- cation,Smith said schools he said."I think the other
mestic battery to possess continue to be amongthe sideofthis is steppingback
safestplacesfor chiliiren. ano lool(rng at our stuagun.
Oftentimes thosecases He said it's important to dents and our comrnunitv
end up prosecutedin fed- be proactiveandreflective and seewho exhibits thes6 Tomes,a Wadesville Reeral court where the sen- when an incident like this kinds ofbehaviors that are publican and a longtime
tences are more severe, occurs, to better EVSC's telltale signsthat this may advocate lor gun-owner
rights.
he said. The prosecutor's security systems.
be in their future."
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U.S.REP.IARRY
BUCSHON,R-|ND.
U.S. Rep. Larry Bucshon, 8th District, said
policymakers can effect
positive change not by
focusing on the physical
implementsof destruction wrought by mentally
ill individualsbut by pursuing answersto larger,
underlyingsocietalissues
that help explain their
crlmes,
Bucshon'sview is such
deeperissuestrump gun
control, which he called
demonstrablyineffective.
"The conversatibn
needs to be directed at
why our society is violent and addressingthe
issueswith how we deal
with mental illness,how
we deal with our drug
problemandourpoor economic situationin someof
our communities,"said
the congressman,a gunrights supporter.
"We haveto addressthe
root causeof why we have
a violent society," Bucshon said, noting he has
four children of his own,
including an 8-year-old.
There are larger questions aswell aboutaccess
to the health care svstem
for people with niental
health issues,said Bucshon,a heart surgeonbefore his election to Congress.
The Newburghresident
said familv merirbersof
mentally iil individuals
"don'thavemuchrecourse
for helpingthem" because
of involuntary commitment statutes that limit
detentionto 72hours.
A court'sdetermination
that an individual is
"mentally ill and either dangerous or
gravely disabled"
canresultin lengthier commitments,but
it is a process.
"There aren't a lot
of places for those
people to accessthe
heqlth qqr! !y!!qm
other than through emergencyroomswhen they're
in acutecrisis," Bucshon
said.

IIDTIAilASTATEFOIICE make a recommendation

The Indiana StatePolice determine whether
handgun licensesshould
be granted to individuals
who havebeentreatedfor
psychiatrichealth care or
emotional or mental illNCSS,

"Submit documentation
and or a recommendation
from the treating mental health professional
or treatment center," the
agency's website instructs
such individuals.
"The normal practice
is for the applicant to sign
a release for the mental
health records, and have
the treating facility forward them to the Indiana
State Police for review. After review of the complete
records, we are usually
able to rnake a determination without further input
from the applicant."Officially, handgun licenses are issued by the
ISP's superintendent, the
agency's chief.
But the actual examination o.f mental health
medical records generated
by treating doctors and facilities is done by Lt. Peter
Wood, an ISP staff attorney, and agency Records
Division Commander Major Doug Shelton.
Wood said he and Shelton examine reports filed
by doctors and treating facilities looking for indications that an individual has
a propensity for violence
or is otherwise emotionally unstable.
"It could be a letter from
.the doctor explaining the'
person's mental health issues or lack thereof, or it
could be day-to-day treatment records over the
course ofa year or over the
course ofa short period of
time, dependingon the nature and tIE extent of tEe
treatment," he said.
On that basis, Wood
said, some individuals
have been rejected for
handgun licenses - but
ISP cannot say how many
without combing through
rafts of individual case
files.
Given the wide range
of mental health issues anything from paranoid
schizophrenia to mild depression - the two officers
sometimes decide they
need more information to

to the ISP superintendent.
"We s.hedule (permit
applicar
with mental
health treXment histories)
for an administrative law
hearing in an attempt to
elicit that information or
clarify those issuesthen,"
Wood said.
"What we like to have
(in the hearing) is for a
mental health professional
to say, 'I reviewed the records, and nothing there
appears to give an indication of mental instabilitv
or propensity for violence,'
or documentation of it."
But some docto(s are
not comfortable making such declarations, so
Wood and Shelton make
recommendations themselves.
The officers have their
own experience as law
enforcement officials, the
required medical reports,
recommendations from local law enforcement agencies to which applicants
also must apply - plus a
statelaw - to guide them.
The section of the Indiana Code titled, "Weapons
and instruments of violence" includes a lengthy
list of qualifications"for
carrying a firearms license
under the heading, "proper
person."
Among the qualifications is'the language:"dods
not have documented evidence which would eive
rise to a reasonable belief
that the person has a propensity forviolent or emotionallv unstable conduct."
'You
"It's one of those,
know it when you see it,'
type things," Wood said.
"We gather all this information and then view it
through the Iens of our
experience as well as the
recommendations and the
opinions of the other police officers involved inthe
process,and then make an
Lducated decision based
on all available information."

U.S.SEI{..ELECTJOE Coafs took heat in the
DOill{EtLY,D-tl{D.
2010RepublicanU.S.Sen_ Despitehis A rating ate primary for his votes

from the National Rifle
Association and historv
of strong support for gun
rights, Democratic U.S.
Sen.-elect foe Donnelly
has indicated he is open
to new gun control measures,
"Now is the time to work
together to make sure this
never happens again. All
parties must come to the
table as we determine the
appropriate action to address this extremely concerning problem of senseless violence," Donnelly
said in a statement.
Donnelly told CNN that
he is open to legislation
that would tighten gun
laws.
"You know, I'm a Dad,
too. My kids are a little
older now, but I think of
when they were 6 and 7
years old, and I think we
have a responsibility to
make sure this never happens again," he told the
network.
When CNN askedDonnelly whether he would
support an effort by U.S.
Sen. Dianne Feinstein.
D-Calif., to ban assault
weapons and high-capacity ammunition, he said
that "everybody's willing
to listen and be part ofthat
discussion."
_
:

u.s.sEl{.DAt{coATS,

R-t1{D.

Republican U.S. Sen.
Dan Coats said as lawmakers consider how to prevent future school shootings, the debate should be
a broad one that includes a
look at cultural issues and
mental illness.
'I
support Second
Amendment rights for
law-abiding citizens,"
Coats said in a statement.
"While laws alone cannot eliminate all acts of
violence from this world,
our county needs to have
a much larger discussion
on the direction of our
culture, how we deal with
mental illness and how
we can better protect our
children. Any policy debate we have in the coming weeks should focus
on how we can keep our
children safe."

in the 1990sin favor of a
semi-automaticfirearms
ban and a measurethat requiredabackgroundcheck
for handgunPurchasers'
EVANSVITTEPOLICE
DEPARTMENTCHIEF
BILTYBOLII{
While he stressedthe
importance of responsibility and safety for
thosewho chooseto own
a gun, Evansville Police
Department Chief Billy
Bolin saidcallsto heavily
restrict firearms in the
wake of the SandyHook
shooting are a knee-jerk
reactlon.
Instead, he said the
focus coming out of the
tragedyshouldbemoreon
schoolsafetyprocedures.
Bolin saidthe department
has had a long-standing
relationship with the
Evansville Vanderburgh
SchoolCorp. as well as
the city's privateschools,
aimed at ensuring studentsare safewhen they
go to school.
But Bolin alsoacknowledgedthe recent shooting in Newtown, Conn,
hasbroughtschoolsafety
backto the forefront.
"A thing like Sandy
Hook, it just changesthe
game," he said. "We respondedwell to Columbine, but you don't think
you're going to have sick
peoplearegoingto attack
little innocentkids."
He saidhis goal,though
basicallyimpossibleright
now,would be to get auniformed officer into every
schoolbuildingin the city,
public or private.
"I think that is about
the No.l thingthatwe can
do to protect our kids."
Currently, the department has five ofrcers assignedto schoolsand two
more officersassignedto
school safety responsibilities. He also saidhe is
exploring the possibility
of implementing a volunteer reserveschoolcorps
whosememberswouldbe
sublectto the sametraining asregular officers.
"I think peopleare doing a goodjob,but I think
we all can do a better job,
said Bolin, whose three
children attend EVSC
schools.

Though he urged gun
owners to go through
some sort of education
course,Bolin said he understandsa person'sdesire to own a weapon for
personalprotection,saying that awell-trainedgun
owner could provide the
first line ofdefenseduring
a dangeroussituation.
In addition, Bolin said
he doesnot believestricter gun control would have
much of an impact.
"Ifwe makegunsillegal,
all the bad peopleare still
going to have them, and
they'll still be able to get
them. I'm not saying I'm
for or against,but I don't
think it helpsthe problem."
_
VAilDERBURGH
ERIC
COUI{TYSHERIFF
WILLIAMS
Vanderburgh CountY
SheriffEric Williams said
his office will continue to
enforcethe gun laws however they are dictated bY
state,federal and local officials.
However, he said the
shootine in Newtown,
given officials
Conn., h--as
the opportunity to have
"meaningful discussion"
about current firearm
regulations. AnY sort
of-discussion, Williams
said, should include both
gun proponentsand those
who want stricter hrearm
regulations as well as
mJntal health exPertsand
leaders.
' community
'We need to have a lot
of peoplethere discussing
about how we get guns'
how easYit is to get guns,
how we monitor who has
those suns, and what we
do wiiir those folks who
abusethe useof thosewho
misusethoseguns."
Williams saidhewilldo
what he can to make sure
such conversationtakes
place,butdid not offer anY
^specific
proPosals,noting
local officials have more
control over the school
safety than firearm regulation.
Though he said local
schoolsand law enforcement agenciesare "at or
aheadof the curve,"when
it comesto school safetY,
more needsto be done,he
said.

Williams called properly addressing the threat
of school violence. law
enforcement's version of
the problems in the 1950s
when officials started aggressively tackling tlie
issue of fire safetv in
schools.
"We as a countrv took
that very, very seriously.
We designed schools
around fire safety, Williams said."We drilledfire
safety. We practiced fire
safety. Everybody knows
how to get out of a school
when there's a fire, and we
designed them so they're
easy to get out of."
Williams called having
an armed law enforcement
officer in every school a
good goal, but reinforced
the need to train students
what do in sucha situation.
"The folks inside those
schools, the kids, they
need to know what to dd,
they need to know how to .
do it, and they need ;
to know when to do
it."
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